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EDITORIAL
Dear FD Sailors,

Welcome to Bulletin No. 174.

This edition is a special one. Over the past 
years, several Bulletins were delayed or never 
completed, leaving gaps in the historical record 
of our class. While communication increasingly 
moved to websites and social media, many 
regattas, results and stories were never 
collected in the traditional Bulletin format.

As part of an effort to restore continuity to the 
Flying Dutchman archives, this Bulletin has 
been prepared retrospectively to document the 
2023 season and preserve an important 
chapter in the history of our class.

By gathering reports, results and photographs 
from across the season, we hope to ensure that 
the achievements, events and memories of 
2023 remain accessible to current and future 
generations of FD sailors.

We would like to thank all national secretaries, 
contributors, photographers and sailors who 
helped provide reports, results and images for 
this edition.

Enjoy the Bulletin and thank you for helping us 
keep the Flying Dutchman story alive.

On behalf of the IFDCO

CONTENTS

IFDCO AGCM     03

WORLDS     18

AUSTRALIA     24

AUSTRIA     30

CROATIA     35

GERMANY     42

GREECE     50

HUNGARY     52

ITALY      55

NETHERLANDS    64

SOUTH AFRICA    68

SPAIN      72

IMPRINT     78

2 3

MESSAGE FROM THE IFDCO

Dear FD Sailors,
The 2023 season has shown once again the strength of the Flying Dutchman Class. From local 
regattas to the World Championship in Gdynia, sailors from many nations came together to enjoy 
competitive racing and the unique spirit of our class.

The World Championship in Poland was a great success thanks to the outstanding work of Yacht Klub 
Polski Gdynia and all volunteers involved.

During the year we continued developing our communication channels, social media presence and the 
IFDCO App.

Looking ahead, we are already preparing for the 2024 World Championship in St. Petersburg, Florida.

Thank you to all sailors, organizers, measurers and volunteers who keep the Flying Dutchman class 
active and growing.

Thanks again.

Looking forward to seeing you.

On behalf of the IFDCO.

The following message was originally prepared at the conclusion of the 2023 season and is reproduced 
here for archival purposes.



IFDCO ANNUAL GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETING 2023

TOP 1 PRESIDENTS OPENING REMARKS
Peter van Koppen welcomes the Committee to this Annual General Committee Meeting 2023. 

TOP 2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
See above

TOP 3 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE AGCM
The Minutes of the AGCM held 9th September 2022 in Italy are agreed. 

TOP 4 MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES NOT 
COVERED BY AGENDA ITEMS
No matters arising.

TOP 5 PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Peter van Koppen

With the Worlds in Poland halfway the northern season 60 boats made the trip to Gdynia. After some 
issues with the registration a solution was found for an easier entry and the fear of having a too small 
number of boats was taken away.

As the whole team of the Yacht Klub Polski Gdynia is organizing more than 10 big events every year 
(the Gdynia Sailing Days even takes 3 weeks) it was very pleasant working with them to set up the 
Worlds. Their experience was easily recognizable. All issues coming up were taken care of 
immediately. The organizers also made a good offer to install trackers to follow the races in full action. 
We will see if we like it and do it again in the future.

The idea of time slots for the measurement worked out really well. It was much more relaxed and 
everybody knew when it was their turn to be measured.

Sailing activity is still good in most countries. Too bad that the UK flee does not show much activity or 
presence at the Worlds as it was really one of the 'big' countries in the past.

In regard to the next years Worlds in Florida the question if there would be enough competitors seems 
to be solved. I just got a mail from down under and probably 10 boats from Australia and New Zealand 
will be in St. Petersburg. Also Hungary confirmed one full container with 6 boats. Together with the US 
fleet and the Germans, Italians, Dutch etc. we will have a big enough fleet. So no worries there I would 
say.

One other topic is worrying me a lot: it is the price of new boats! A new Mader right now is about € 
53.000.

Also the number of boats build this year was very low. We have a nice number of builders at the 
moment but the price-development as such is not good for the class. It will disencourage newcomers 
and youngsters to join the class.

We are very aware of this development and thinking what we can about it!

TOP 6  GENERAL SECRETARY REPORT (INCLUDING ANY 
ITEM FROM WORLD SAILING)
Meike Greten

 1. World Sailing :

   •   World Sailing is optimizing its processes and communication  

   •   If there is any accident in our class (hurt of people) we need to report this to World  
      Sailing immediately

  2. We will update the Byelaws and Championship rules 

  3. We are working on an overall member-database
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Meeting Minutes

Place: Gdynia, Poland

Date: Thursday, 27th July 2023

Begin: 07:07 pm

End: 11:08 pm

Participants and distribution list for the  
General Committee:

Executive Officers: 

 • Peter van Koppen (President)

 • Meike Greten (General Secretary)

 • Roman Houdek (Treasurer – not present) 

 • Rinaldo Rinaldi (VP Championships – not 
present)

 • Guzmán Egea (VP Communications)

 • Paul Hemker (VP Technical – not present)

 • Juan Egea (newly appointed VP Development)

Administrative Officers:

 • Tanja Heĳink (Chief Measurer)

 • Tony Lyall (Boat Registrar – not present)

Commodores (National Secretaries of 3 
major EU FD Nations + AUS & NZL, USA):

 • GER: Tom Greten

 • ITA: Luigi Macci (not present), Piero Eustachi 

 • NED: Maarten Bausch

 • AUS & NZL: Matthew Moore (not present)

 • USA: Gerhard Panuschka (not present)



  4. Bring all in members in App

TOP 7 TREASURERS REPORT
Roman Houdek

31.12.2022– reserved account 52.707,38 Euro

31.12.2022 – working account 61.526,82 Euro

A whopping 210 sailbuttons were sold in 2022, similar to 251 in 2019.

For 2022 we have 495 members from 14 countries.

Same as every year - It is a common practice for some members to pay the fee only when they are 
going to the World or European Championship. 

We have higher expenses for the website, as we launched a social site an application, which is in order.

We welcomed 13 competitors under 25 years in Campione 2022.

2023

05.09.2023 – reserved account 52.707,38 Euro

05.09.2023 – working account 61.046,74 Euro

This year, the member fee will vary similar like last year. 

However, compared to last year, we have higher expenses for presentation
Cap, Bulletins etc. and Trademark Re-Registration.

2023 will be money for advertising in the bulletin from sail-builders.

We will receive money for advertising in the bulletin from sail-builders.

Decision: The container cost-sponsorship for the Worlds in St. Petersburg (400 €/boat) will be taken 
from working account.

TOP 8 OFFICERS REPORTS
VP Championships - Rinaldo Rinaldi

WC Rules needs to be updated on our web site

WC 2024 St. Petersburg, USA 

Contract/Agreement was sent to the organizers to be filled and signed.

Schedule:

Friday, March 22 - Container arrival unpacking the boats and placing the boats at the Sailing 
Center

Saturday, March 23 - Measurement

Sunday, March 24 - Measurement

Monday, March 25 - Free day to everybody’s own disposal (eventually practice race)

Tuesday, March 26 - 2 Races before the Opening Ceremony (around 18.00)

Wednesday, March 27 - 3 Races 

Thursday, March 28 - 2 Races

Friday, March 29 - Lay day (to be moved forward or backwards if the circumstances so require)

Saturday, March 30 - 3 Races and Dinner at the Club

Sunday, March 31 - 2 Races Price Giving and Closing Ceremony at the Club

Monday, April 1 - Loading the containers

Attention: Containers cannot stay in the area of the yacht club

European 2024

Possible options 

Cesenatico, Italy (bid received) 

Porto Sherry, Spain (bid received)

Dervio, Italy (bid expected)

Denmark (not possible before 2025)

Decision: The Bid of Porto Sherry (near Cádiz), Spain, is accepted. The Europeans 2024 and Worlds 
2025 will be held in Cadiz. 

Dates: Europeans after Sail GP in Cadiz (probably end of October 2024), Worlds probably 14.-
23.03.2025

The next World Championships shall be on the following venues. Details and options will be clarified:

Worlds 2026: Denmark (confirmed by Committee)

Worlds 2027: CZE (Meike, Rinaldo), Backup CRO?

Jubilee Regatta 2027: Loosdrecht (Peter organizes)

Worlds 2028 (overseas): Ask South Africa, Dubai, AUS

Europeans 2028: Ask Germany, Kiel

Worlds 2029: Ask NED, Medemblik (Maarten checks), otherwise HUN, AUT

VP Communications - Guzmán Egea

It has been a very good year in social media. We have made a massive improvement in all the aspects, 
and we have reach tons of new people and persons while gaining lots of followers. We have time when 
we have more people visiting us and its because of the videos. We have been active all year 
commenting and posting posts and histories that give a sense of activity and life.

The strategy is the same one that we have been doing so far. With this we will get more people and we 
will more visible to different sailors all around the world.
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We have had a lack of videos that have limited our growth. It is crucial that we start doing more videos 
because it is the most important thing. We made 2 giveaways with one being very good and having lots 
of participants and the other one not being that good.

Also, it must be said that the collaboration of the FD sailors has been very limited and only some of 
them have collaborate with us by facilitating videos and pictures.

My proposals:

1. Bulletin for 2023 and calendar for 2024

Deadline for nations: 31.10.2023

Deadline for production: 30.11.2023

Mailing: before Christmas à check Mailing Services to send out Bulletins to members directly

2. More videos for social media.

3. More ads and more giveaways.

4. Cheaper merchandising that FD sailors really want (e.g. T-Shirt  with Logo).

VP Technical - Paul Hemker

Newly designed boats have been inspected and are expected at the 2023 Worlds.  We hope this will 
encourage additional sailors to enter the class.  This Worlds all boats are expected to be in compliance 
with the centerboard and rudder profile rules. In addition, we will be requiring masts to weigh with only 
rigging permitted in the rules. A stop at Band 3 will also be checked.

VP Development

N/A

TOP 9 COMMODORE REPORTS
Australia & New Zealand - Matthew More

The 2023 year for Oceania has seen good sailing in Australia and New Zealand. The countries 
committees have been meeting remotely to look at matters such as combined regattas and attending 
future World’s. We have also looked at the issue of available (good) FD’s in both countries and are 
exploring options for future regattas. 

The Australian Class during summer 2023 had a series of well attended regattas starting with the 
2022/2023 Australian Championships held in February at Royal Geelong Yacht Club Victoria (site of 
the 1982 Worlds), with other regattas at Sorento Port Phillip Bay Victoria, Eden Two-fold Bay NSW and 
Batemans Bay NSW. 

In AUS, there has been several boats change hands and some new members joining the class. The 
AUS website has also been a focus this year and the two Facebook pages are also now managed by 
the committee. The AUS FD WhatsApp group has also proved very useful in sharing information and 
updates quickly. 

In NZL over the summer the South Island Championships were held in February 2023 at Naval Point, 
Lyttleton (Round 9 of SailGP 22/23 was held there) and the NZL Championships were held in March 
2023 at Queen Charlotte Yacht Club, Picton with a small but fast fleet. Matthew Bismark now 
concurrently holds both AUS and NZL National Championships. 

As in AUS, NZL have had some boats change hands and crews are working with the new owners on 
the development curve. 

As noted above, the Oceania fleet are working on numbers for the 2024 World’s and so far, early 
planning shows a box (6 boats) plus some others which would require a second box. 

The AUS Committee will hold the 2023/2024 Australian Championships and other long standing FD 
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regattas in the first half of the season from October 2023 to clear the new year of important events 
freeing the calendar for shipping and travel for USA 2024. 

In sad news 3 giants of the FD class in Australia, NZL and World sailing died in the last 12 months. 

Carl Ryves in October 2022, Ralph Roberts in March 2023, and Sir James Hardy in June 2023. 

Carl represented Australia in the 1968 Olympics in the FD class finishing fourth and was Australian 
Yachtsman of the year in 1968. Carl won the FD AUS Championship in 1979. He was on the 1970 
Australian Americas Cup team and was an advisor to the 1986 Australian 12m Worlds team. He was a 
helm on the 1973 AUS Admirals Cup team. 

Ralph represented NZL in the 1964 Olympics as reserve for gold medal FD team of Helmer Pederson 
& Earle Wells, and in 1968 in the FD Class finishing eighth. He was 1984 NZL Olympic Sailing team 
manager (yielding 2x Gold & 1x Bronze) and was Yachting NZL President in 1986-89. He was an 
international jury member for the 2004 Melbourne Worlds. 

Sir James won the Australian FD Championships in 1964, 505 worlds in 1966, represented Australia 
in the 1964 and 1968 Olympics (5.5 metre Class) and was on four Australian American Cup teams as 
Skipper in 1970, 1974, 1980 and 1983 as advisor to J Bertrand, he was also on four Admiral’s Cup 
teams. 

Germany - Tom Greten

The German Flying Dutchman Class is active on a constant level like the years before. We have about 
260 members in the German Class Organization and the ranking list of 2022 shows 122 active 
competing boats.

It seems that the travel activity to the different venues is reduced, probably because of the costs.

The German Class Organization took the opportunity to promote the FD Class at Kiel Week 2023 with 
branded sunglasses as an invitation for sailors of other classes to join the FD class after the youth-
class.

The race calender is almost unchanged to the years before. 

Italy - Luigi Macci

Also for the year 2023, the Italian Flying Dutchman Class manages to maintain the number of members 
with an average value of 60-65 with an improvement trend in the distribution based on age which sees 
a fair number of athletes in the 23-38 age group. 

Zone IV (Lazio) and zone X (Marche) are consolidated as zones with a consistent number of crews; in 
the latter the leading crews made an excellent advertising campaign among a young audience also 
taking advantage of the promo boat of the Class. 

The national circuit and the World Championship held in Campione del Garda saw a good growth of 
the crews of our class which allowed us to obtain excellent results. 

The regatta organized in Italy are always well appreciated by foreign crews who can enjoy both the 
favorable weather conditions and the excellent hospitality that our country can guarantee. 

The collaboration for the restoration of a large fleet of boats from numerous Italian shipyards is 
continuing with the group “FD Storici”. There have been promotional events both on the Tyrrhenian and 
on the Adriatic and the intention is to maintain this trend and combine where possible events of the 

Class with these wonderful old FD’s made of wood. 

Here are some points that we would like to bring to the attention of the International Executive 
Committee: 

● improvement of the coordination function of the Committee towards the National Classes for 
the definition of the calendar of events aimed at greater participation. 

● evaluate the possibility of exploiting part of the economic resources of the International Class 
to favor the growth of the FD movement (contribution for promo boats, economic contributions 
for crews under 26, etc.) 

As always, we are available to support possible candidacies of our Clubs to host international events. 

Netherlands - Maarten Bausch

The NFDO (Dutch FD Class Association) is starting to get out of the difficult period we had during 
COVID. Although it had been rough times the NFDO is looking to a bright future. 

We said good-bye to Fred Schaaf as our Class President. We thank Fred for this second period he was 
NFDO President. Maarten Bausch will take over this role. The new Regatta Officer is Rowena van der 
Maat. The financial status of the NFDO can be descripted as “healthy”. 

We have around 40 sailors who are attending the regattas in the Netherlands. The social cohesion is 
growing. The result of that is that there is more informal communication to get temporary teams 
together for a regatta. Big positive point of that is that sailors learn from each other. Also the fun on 
shore makes sailors keep (or come back) in the class. 

In the NFDO AGM in February 2023 the sailors spoke out for a diverse regatta program. So as a class 
we are looking for regatta on the North Sea, Ĳsselmeer and the lakes. This is not always easy because 
the Dutch sailing clubs are also struggling to get their regatta calendar fit the sailors and the volunteers. 
A priority from the new Regatta Officer is to make the calendar for next year as soon as possible so we 
can (partially) in line with the calendar from other countries. We think this will benefit all sailors because 
they have more regatta’s they can attend. 

The NFDO bought a newer Promo Boat. She is used more often than the previous years. We had 2 
youngster (18 years old) racing 2 regatta’s and now it is used by a temporary team on this Worlds. As 
a class we are looking for a team that will use the boat for a whole season but in the meantime, we are 
very happy with this usage. 

With great confidence we are looking forward to the rest of this season and the coming years. 

USA - Gerhard Panuschka

We are coordinating the upcoming Worlds at St. Petersburg Yacht Club in Florida 22 March to 1 April 
2024. Lin Robson is our local contact with the club.

The North Americans are coming up at the same location 16 to 18 February 2024; this would be a good 
opportunity to tune up for the Worlds.

Our 2023 Nationals take also place at St. Petersburg Yacht Club from 10 to 12 November 2023. There 
is opportunity to store boats at a nearby storage place.

Other major events in the US are the:

• Dinghy Regatta from 28 to 30 July 2023 (mentioned above)
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• Regatta at Brookville Lake Sailing Association from 9 to 10 September 2023

Lin Robson will run two to three sailing clinics at the St. Petersburg Yacht Club during the months of 
November and December 2023.

Paul Scoffin and Pavel Ruzicka have refurbished a 1987 Mader.

Lee Costello refurbished a 1987 Lindsay. The boats look great. Both the boats are sailing in the 
Canandaigua Dinghy Regatta.

TOP 10  BOAT REGISTRATION REPORT
Tony Lyall 

2023 - 3 new FD’s having been built so far this year (1 Mader, 1 Martin Herbst & 1 Aeolos) 

2022 – 2 new FD’s built – all Mader

2021 – 6 new FD’s built – 5 Mader & 1 Martin Herbst

2020 - 5 new FD’s built - all Mader

2019 - 5 new FD’s built - 4 Mader & 1 Planatech

2018 - 6 new FD’s built - 5 Mader & 1 Planatech

2017 - 4 new FD’s built – all Mader 

Again this year I encountered many of the same issues that I reported last year which is frustrating and 
just slows down the whole process of issuing new documents. 

I think National Secretaries can help by taking a more active part in the boat registration process, just 
sending me an up-to-date list of who had been issued with what Personal Number would be a great 
start.  

Some (mostly non IFDCO Members) don’t seem to realize that we are volunteers and expect me to 
produce documents almost immediately, a couple have been quite demanding. I would also add that 
the postal system in Europe seems to be unbelievably slow as it’s seems to be taking on average about 
3 weeks for documents to arrive with the boat owners. 

So far this year I have issues 10 new sets of documents (MF & MC), compared with 30 for the whole 
of 2022. 

Two things that stand out:

1. There seems to be a fairly active 2nd hand market though that appears to have slowed 
somewhat compared to previous years.

2. 50% of the new documents I issue are to owners that are not members of IFDCO

TOP 11 CHIEF MEASURERS REPORT

Tanja Heĳink

2022 we had a really nice Worlds in Campione, Italy

In 2023 we have the Worlds in Gdynia, Poland

Italy

In Italy we measured 68 boats in 2,5 days.

Rudders and Centerboards

In Italy we did an extra check on the rudders and center boards. The newest template was the template 
in that championship. For 4 years we had the policy that we measured the items in the new template, 
and when the sizes were not ok, we allowed people to sail with them with the comments to adjust them 
for the next championship. But this year this time was over and only the new template is valid. All 
centerboards and rudders that were not in the right margins were rejected and the sailors needed them 
to adjust. About 30-40% of the fleet is adjusted.

Masts

We discovered that too many sailors could hoist their main sail above the band on the mast. We 
mentioned this during the competitors hearing and decided to sharpen the rules. In 2023 a stop in the 
top in the mast is mandatory to prevent to hoist the main too high.

Competitors hearing

During the competitors hearing in Campione the sailors asked for time slots during measurement. They 
also asked to limit the check-in in station 2 (pdc’s, harnesses, mooring line etc.). We will do a pilot in 
Poland.

Electronic Measurement Form

We are working on an electronic Measurement Form to replace the current handwritten one. The form 
will follow the rules of privacy. The owner of the boat can download a pdf and a few people can make 
changes f.e. during measurement.

Centerboard and Rudder Measurement

A new template has been developed for measuring the centerboard and rudders. We are using this 
template now for more than 4 years and it is following the mylars. It appears that a couple of 
centerboards and rudders do not meet the rules. We informed the owners about this, allowed them to 
sail the race and gave them the opportunity to change them for the next championships. It is 
communicated that every rudder and centerboard needs to meet the template as of the worlds in 
Spain. Due to Covid-19 we postponed this to Italy.

2023

3 new boats are developed. This is really good for the class:

Aeolos by Hans Genthe. Build in Dubai. 

Herbst. Build in Germany.

Mader, new design. Build in Germany.

Measurement Gdynia, Poland 2023
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Measurement team: Tanja Heĳink, Ioannis Remoundos, Bill Bernard and Maarten Bausch. 
Unfortunately, Paul Hemker could not make it due to health issues.

We had a great team from the Polish Sailing Club.

A compliment to the organization of the Polish Sailing Club as well for supporting us and the wonderful 
organization. 

• We had a real good measurement areas

• We measured 59 boats

• We used the time slots for the first time

• We had an extra check on rudders and center boards

• We checked the stop in the top of the mast

• We limited the controls at the first station. We only checked the pdc’s, the existence of the 
mooring line and the paddles (and of course if the boat is wet or dry)

Lessons learned measurement Poland

Measurement slots

• The measurement slots were ideal to work with. It is more structured and for sailors the 
waiting time is reduced

• It was easier to complete the boats leaving the measurement area instead of doing it at the 
last days.

• The reserve time slots of 1 hour at the end of each day are necessary to do the last bits.

• However, 15 boats were not registered before the event and the slots of Saturday and 
Sunday were fully booked. We need to work on this. Luckily, sailors (who did not register) 
were on time, so we could squeeze them in on Friday and Saturday. And some sailors 
wanted or we could convince them to take an earlier slot. 

• We need to check how to handle when the lucky parts are not working.

• Now we closed the register time for the time slots at Friday morning at 0800 hrs. Maybe we 
need to do that earlier (or not). To be checked during the competitors hearing

General

• It is always a struggle to have the papers ok. For some boats I have the old measurement 
forms in my laptop, but we need a share where to find them. Is it possible to share the 
directory of the administrator of the class (Tony, only reading rights). But we have to 
emphasis that the papers of the boats (and the crew) need to be ok. It is mandatory for the 
sailors to prepare

• Not all boats were ready for measurement and some people do not read the notices on the 
board. A lot of people did not know you need a stop in the top of the mast. We need to think 
how people can prepare for the Worlds and Europeans

Sails

• 2 genua’s (one boat) were without buttons. They had the new sail button but they were 

removed. The sailor needed to buy new ones.

• Still a few rudders and centerboards were out of the limits.

• A lot of sails were without the buttons (mostly König). Sail buttons were arranged but it is 
better to have the buttons sewed under the last layer of the sail to prevent from removing.

• One main sail was without a window. A new sail was measured in.

Boats

• All boats were fine. 2 boats were allowed to remove the weights and 4 boats needed extra 
weight.

• Rudders and centerboards

• Extra communication is needed for centerboards and rudders as mentioned above. 

Masts

• A lot of boats did not had a stop in the top of the mast. They did not read the notices.

• We allowed sailors to have a temporarily solution (f.e tie-wrap). Otherwise 1/3 of the fleet 
was not able to sail

• For the next regatta we do need solid and future proof solutions.

New Measurers

We are still looking for new measurers for the class. At this moment Paul Hemker and I are the 
only official measurers for the FD Class. Ioannis Remoundos is still valid as a new candidate. 

In Italy and in Poland a few sailors told us they were interested. I hope they will come forward.

We are still looking for 1 or 2 new people who would like to become a measurer as well.

Decision by comittee: Create Transportcases for material, Tanja will take care on cost of IFDCO.

Decision: Flightcosts for Ioannis from Greece to Poland will be taken by IFDCO this time.

TOP 12 MATTERS ARISING FROM OTHER MEETINGS 
National Secretaries Meeting

Moderated and reported by Meike Greten:

The meeting with the national secretaries was very positive. Everybody talked about current numbers 
of active boats in the regions. We are all convinced that it is very important to get more used but good 
boats for a good price on the market.

Youth Hearing

Moderated and reported by Guzmán Egea:

• 16 youths attended the meeting. 
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• They don’t like the new rule of the trapezes. No sense. The rubber band is better. 

• No one design. 

• T-shirts. Sailing clothes. 

• Not USA. Too expensive. Don’t think a lot of will go. Some could go to Europeans. 

• Youth grant should be 100€. 

• More photos and videos for social media. More accounts. More content from the youths. 

• Rule for the centreboard. Too small should not be.

Competitors Forum

Moderated and reported by Peter van Koppen:

• Trapeze-Harness: Peter will doublecheck with World Sailing the official requirements and 
options

• Next Worlds: 

  - USA: NZL/AUS and HUN said that each will ship a container to USA, so Worlds in  
   USA are fix

  - EURO 2024/Worlds 2025: Proposal of Cádiz was presented verbally. All attending  
 sailors are for the option to go to Cádiz and leave the boats over the winter time        
 there and sail the Worlds 2025 in early spring in Cádiz

• The class shall check if we allow Rule 42 (pumping)

• Timeslots for measurement were perfect

• Question regarding amount of genuas for the Worlds (currently 2), option for 3? – opinion of 
attendees: equal

• 12 races, but shorter, 45-60 min if 3 races a day

• Youngsters like the current format of racing

TOP 13 ELECTION AND NOMINATION OF OFFICERS FOR 
EXECUTIVE AND GENERAL COMMITTEE
Juan Egea is willing to become VP Development. Juan is working for an international company and 
has an amazing experience with international customers. All necessary formalities were fulfilled in the 
last months before the meeting.

Decision: Juan Egea is appointed as VP Development.

TOP 14 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Bid Book Update

Peter and Meike will update the Bid Book to make it a document which can be filled out by 
interested organizations.

IFDCO-App

The IFDCO App is installed around 400 times yet. 

The focus is to create a member database within the app and to push the communication 
(specially for our official IFDCO events).

We want to configure a market segment within the App (including a contact to national secretary 
of the country) to push the international market.

Doublecheck if we can create an entry form for IFDCO Worlds within the App.

Update Championship Rules

Peter and Meike will update the Championship Rules with the last changes of the last events.

Update Byelaws

Peter and Meike will update the Byelaws with the latest requirements from World Sailing.

Establish an Event-Manager 

The committee decided to establish an event-manager who has to check the event calenders 
of each nation to make sure that there are no big events on the same date. Therefore, each 
nation has to communicate their big-events till 31th of October each year to IFDCO. The 
responsible person will be Juan Egea as VP Development, who was willing to accept this task.

Youngster Training in Cadiz

Before Europeans 2024 and Worlds 2025, Guzman and Peter are organizing a training for the 
youth.

Raise of membership-fees and sail buttons

Decision: Raise from 30 €/member/year to 40 €/member/year, sailbuttons from 25 to 30 €

Decision: Increase of youth grant from 75 € to 100 € and ex-continental from 150 to 175 €

Format of communication

Ask competitors for format of races, dates, race-format etc.

Structure the competitors hearing: for each topic from committee ask the competitors (technical, 
communication etc.)

TOP 15 CLOSING OF THE MEETING
The Annual General Committee Meetings ends at 23:08 pm.

Signature Meike Greten

General Secretary
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WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

Flying Dutchman World Championship 2023 Gdynia 

Flying Dutchman Fleet on the Edge of the Storm

Photo: Robert Hajduk
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INTERVIEW WITH THE 
WORLD CHAMPIONS

Jorgen and Jacob Bojsen-Moller sailing upwind

Q:How was the training prior to the Worlds?

A:The preparation for the 2023 championship 
was a little special this time.We didn´t had a FD 
for 3 months up to the worlds.We did all the 
training and racing in our 505, but as nearly 
always we were training alone.

Q:What was the key to win this Worlds?

A:The conditions in Gdynia were not easy. 
Many times the corners were favoured. We 
sailed conservative, we did nothing  extreme, 
and that payed off.

Q:How do you feel the new boat, could you say 
it was key?

A:After the worlds in Campione , Piero Eustachi 
ITA-94 ,meant it was time for an upgrade of the 
Mader FD. We met with him in October 2022 at 
Bootsweft Mader. For two days, we discussed 
how a new FD should be. Bootwerft Mader was 
very busy, so time was a problem.We received 
the new FD on our way to Poland. We had only 
two days in the boat before the first race. Right 
away we were comfortable with this new 
design.

Jorgen and Jacob Bojsen-Moller at Bootwerft Mader 
Factory

Q:In the regatta, who decides the tactics?  

A:Upwind we discuss the tactics, downwind 
Jørgen do the tactics alone. I have the focus on 
the spinnaker and the waves.

Q:What are your plans for the FD in the future?

A:Our plan for the FD in the short terms, is to 
sail the 2024 Kiel Week.  We are far away from 
most FD regattas , so we take the closest ones.
Time and money are not unlimited.

Q:Do you have any key to win a worlds in such 
a demanding class being 70 years old?

A:We have both reached the retirement age, 
but are still working. Physical exercise is a must 
to be able to sail FD on a reasonable level, and 
of course a lot of dinghy sailing.

Q:How would you make more young people to 
sail the FD?

A:It is a problem for the class that it is so 
expensive to sail FD. This can keep the young 
sailors away from sailing FD, and they have so 
many other options.  I have no solution on the 
problem.

Jorgen and Jacob Bojsen-Moller in an interview with 
Guzmán Egea
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The Flying Dutchman World Championship brought together crews from across 
Europe for one of the most competitive events of the season.

TOP 3 RESULTS:

DEN 21 —  Jørgen Bojsen-Møller / Jacob Bojsen-Møller
HUN 70 —  Szabolcs Majthényi / András Domokos
GER 88 —  Kay-Uwe Lüdtke / Kai Schäfers



DAY 1 
Today the first races of the world championship 
started. The D-flag was raised at 10.45 hr. 
When sailing out of the harbor the weather 
circumstance looked promising. There was 
sufficient wind to get the proper speed and do 
some nice planning towards the starting vessel. 
However, reaching the starting vessel the wind 
reduced to 7-8 knots. It was very clear that the 
whole FD fleet was eager to start in front of the 
row to win this championship. This resulted in 
two recalls so finally the black was displayed. 
Under the black flag the third start was 
successful so finally the championship kicked-
off.

\\\

Compared to the practice day the wind was 
more stable although wind shifts still came from 
various directions which made it a difficult 
sailing day for every competitor.

Sailing in the middle of the fleet you have a 
good view of the different tactics. Clearly visible 
was the strategy of those starting at the starting 
vessel as they moved quickly to the starboard 
side of the course whereas the one started at 
the pin moved to the port side of the course.

The winner of race 1 started towards the pin 
although their start was not optimal (nr 50 
crossing the starting line according to the 

trackers) giving hope to the rest of the 
competitors. Even with a bad start you can win 
a race. During the race the wind and wind 
direction changed frequently. This resulted in a 
lot of position changes. At the end of race 1 
Bojsen-Moller finished 3 minutes ahead of nr 2, 
GER202 and HUN70 came in third.

Race 2 started but again the fleet was 
confronted with a challenge. A large shift 
occurred in the last minute of the start so 
starting at the pin head in this case was 
favourable. When starting like we did it was 
even difficult to pass the starting line. Anyway, 
the wind reduced making it difficult to catch-up 
positions. Race 2 was won by HUN70 followed 
by ITA4 and in third position GER202.

After one day of racing HUN70 is leading the 
world championship in front of DEN21 and a 
third position for GER202. However, 10 races to 
go under varying conditions so the world 
championship is still open!!!

NED155 Hans Peter van Wilsem Erik Van Dokkum 

DAY 2 
The first race on 25 July was scheduled for 1 
p.m., and before that there was a lot of 
deliberation about which sails to choose... 

strong winds were predicted, but the forecasts 
didn't really work those days. In the end, we 
took our M gib, which is better for stronger 
winds. As we left the harbor it seemed to be a 
good choice as we headed with a strong gusty 
of wind towards the jury boat in the far distance. 
Later, leaving the darkening cloudy sky above 
us, the wind also decreased, at which point it 
was questionable whether we had chosen a 
good sail for this day. 

In the end, it got a little stronger for the first race 
and after a good start, turning around at 4-500 
meters, we sailed at a good position over and in 
front of most of the boats. At the windward 
mark, some boats were ahead of us, coming 
from both the left and the right side, we arrived 
in place about the 8-10 to the mark. A strong 
gust of wind hit the first broad reach, and 
several boats capsized.

We also had to take off the spinnaker at the 
broad reach buoy, and in the second broad 
reach we sailed in the sharper, stormy wind. 
The second beating also started in a strong 
gusty wind, later it dropped down a bit, but our 
M sail was still useful. In the end, we finished 
11th in this race. At the beginning of the second 
race, our M-sail still seemed like a good choice, 
but unfortunately in the second upwind, the 
wind strength decreased so much that our 

speed dropped a lot, and so we fell behind, not 
to mention the 3rd race, so in both races we 
finished in 20-25th place. We decided to use 
only our genoa suitable for lighter winds from 
the coming days... In the races the first one was 
won by DEN 21 Jorgen Bojsen-Moller and 
Jacob Bojsen-Moller, the second one by HUN 
70 Szabolcs Majthényi 1972 and Andras 
Domokos, and the last one GER 98 Shmuel 
Markhoff and Lars Stöckmann.

                        HUN4 János Ziegler and Balázs Czeizel

DAY 3
On the third day of racing, we were greeted first 
with 2 heavy rain fronts. We waited ashore for 
them to pass, before the fleet went out with 5-8 
knots and clearing up conditions. But shortly 
after going out, the wind was dying again, so 
that instead of race preparations, the Polish 
training submarine which was present on the 
course took way more attention of the sailors.

After another hour of delaying the start on the 
water, against any forecast a light but stable 
easterly wind finally arrived, so one light wind 
race could be completed. 

Winner of the race was DEN-21 Bojsen-Moller/
Bojsen-Moller, followed by GER-222 Albert/
Merz and GER-202 Borowski/Berlin. We were 
very lucky to score 13th place in these 
conditions favorable for us. Finally, we all got 
back just in time to be rewarded with the official 
dinner with a great view of Gdynia Bay.

GER-313, Maren & Malte
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DAY 5
After trying to race on the day 4 with a start that 
ended in nothing, day 5 arrived. It brought again 
a cloudy day with light wind of 6-8 knots from 
the south. 

There have been two trials to start the race, so 
the race officer has hoisted black flag to avoid 
more fake starts. The result of this, took out of 
the 7th race about 8 boats. After, the race has 
been smooth with some changes in the leading 
positions, in the third mark, GER 98 was 
leading, but afterwards, GER 113 won the race, 
GER 199 had the second position, followed by 
the HUN 70, that had recovered many positions 
during the race. DEN 21, who finally won the 
Championship, got the worst place in all the 
event, arriving the 11th.

In the 8th race of the championship the wind got 
a bit less intense, making it even difficult to 
finish the race. Finally, the winner of the race 
was GER 88, in second position HUN 70 
followed by DEN 21. The leaders of the 
championship made their job!

ESP-1 Juan Ignacio Egea SR and Juan Ignacio Egea JR

DAY 6
After a very contested championship it was the 

last day the one that was going to decide 
everything. DEN21 had to win HUN70 if he 
wanted to win again the title so the two leader 
boats, were close all day racing each other 
exclusively.

Two races we held. In the first one the wind was 
light as it had happened during all week. The 
fleet was close and tight, and they buoys were 
a little mess, but racing was clean. Finally, the 
race was won by GER99 Bogumil and Lisken 
followed by GER113 Koenig and Brack and 
GER202 Borowsky and Berlin. 

The second and last race of the worlds was a 
little bit crazy. After a black-flagged start, lots of 
boats were send home thus missing the last 
race. When it was finally clean and the boats 
started the race, the right side of the field were 
few boats were sailing, proved to be the best 
one and the boats on that side had major 
advantage over the left ones. It was HUN11 of 
Gabor and Gabor who got an amazing one 
keeping the advantage all the race. GER87 of 
Schwarz and Kirst came second followed by 
ITA94 of Pierfrancesco and Rossi. 

After an intense week of racing finally the 
Bojsen Moller brothers were the winners of the 
2023 Worlds. HUN70 took the second spot. The 
podium was completed by the GER88. 

The closing ceremony was great, with pictures 
of the trophies, great food, champagne for 
celebrating and great presentation. 

From the IFDCO we want to thank all the 
people involved in this Worlds. Thanks for the 
amazing organization in the water and outside 
the water. It has been and amazing event and 
everything has been completely perfect. 

TROPHY WINNERS: 
Dunhill Challenge Trophy (World 
Championship Overall Winner). DEN21 Jorgen 
Bojsen-Moller and Jacob Bojsen-Moller

FD Silver Sombrero Challenge Trophy
(World Championship for the best result without 
discard): DEN21 Jorgen Bojsen-Moller and 
Jacob Bojsen-Moller

Tullio Pizzorno Memorial Trophy (Best 
helmsman under 26 yrs). GER82 Benedikt 
Nagel and Lukas Bauer

100+Trophy (best team combined age 100+). 
DEN21 Jorgen Bojsen-Moller and Jacob 
Bojsen-Moller

Best FD Lady. (Ladies). GER22 Johanna 
Beichl and Franz Graf 

25+ Trophy (highest placed boat 25 yrs of age 
of older).  GER202 Jörn Borowski and Andreas 
Berlin

Silver Bowl (best sailor under 19 yrs). GER187 
Stefan Beichl and Sebastian Beichl

ESP-11 Pablo Egea and Guzmán Egea
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AUSTRALIA

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 
REPORT

Australia maintains an active and developing 
Flying Dutchman fleet, supported by a series of 
national regattas and ongoing class initiatives. 

The class shows steady participation, with new 
members joining, boats changing hands, and strong 
communication through digital platforms 
strengthening the community. 

A collaborative approach across Australia and New 
Zealand, combined with continued efforts to grow the 
fleet, supports the ongoing development of the FD 
class in the region.
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The 2023 year for Oceania has seen good 
sailing in Australia and New Zealand.  The 
countries committees have been meeting 
remotely to look at matters such as combined 
regattas and attending future World’s. We have 
also looked at the issue of available (good) FD’s 
in both countries and are exploring options for 
future regattas

In Aus, there has been several boats change 
hands and some new members joining the 
class. The Aus website has also been a focus 
this year and the two Facebook pages are also 
now managed by the committee. The Aus FD 
WhatsApp group has also proved very useful in 
sharing information and updates quickly.

In NZ over the summer the South Island 
Championships were held in February 2023 at 
Naval Point, Lyttleton (Round 9 of SailGP 22/23 
was held there) and the NZ Championships 
were held in March 2023 at Queen Charlotte 
Yacht Club, Picton with a small but fast fleet. As 
in Aus, NZ have had some boats change hands 
and crews are working with the new owners on 
the development curve.

In sad news 3 giants of the FD class in 
Australia, NZ and World sailing died in the last 
12 months.

Carl Ryves in October 2022, Ralph Roberts in 
March 2023, and Sir James Hardy in June 
2023. 

Carl represented Australia in the 1968 Olympics 
in the FD class finishing fourth and was 
Australian Yachtsman of the year in 1968. Carl 
won the FD Aus Championship in 1979. He was 
on the 1970 Australian Americas Cup team and 
was an advisor to the 1986 Australian 12m 
Worlds team. He was a helm on the 1973 Aus 
Admirals Cup team.

Ralph represented NZ in the 1964 Olympics as 
reserve for gold medal FD team of Helmer 
Pederson & Earle Wells, and in 1968 in the FD 
Class finishing eighth. He was 1984 NZ 
Olympic Sailing team manager (yielding 2x 
Gold & 1x Bronze) and was Yachting NZ 
President in 1986-89. He was an international 
jury member for the 2004 Melbourne Worlds.

Sir James won the Australian FD 
Championships in 1964, 505 worlds in 1966, 
represented Australia in the 1964 and 1968 
Olympics (5.5 metre Class) and was on four 
Australian American Cup teams as Skipper in 
1970, 1974, 1980 and 1983 as advisor to J 
Bertrand, he was also on four Admiral’s Cup 
teams.

Sir James and Carl are pictured below training 
in Sydney in 1970 for the Americas Cup, James 
on the helm and Carl in the middle of photo.

The Australian Class during summer 2023 had 
a series of regattas starting with the 2022/2023 
Australian Championships held in February at 
Royal Geelong Yacht Club Victoria (site of the 
1982 FD Worlds), with other regattas at; 
Sorento, Port Phillip Bay Victoria, Eden, Two-
fold Bay NSW and Batemans Bay, NSW.

2022/23 Australian FD 
Championships

The 2022/23 Australian Championships held in 
February 2023 at Royal Geelong Yacht Club 
Victoria were held over three days, with the first 
day being blown out with westerly winds up 
45knts and sailing was abandoned for the day. 
Day 2 saw the westerly breeze reduce 
somewhat to 25-35knts.  3 races were 
conducted over the day, the first heat saw a few 
breakages to masts which reduced the fleet.  
Day 3 saw the breeze swing to the S and SE 
with variable and light conditions.

Downwind Race 1 day 2 Geelong Nationals

Aus 21 Peter Bartels and Darren Hocking, Aus 
365 Campbell Rose and Micheal Fels, Aus 32 
David Ham and Andrew Ham

The boats on the overall podium at the 2022/23 
Australian Championships head to the finish of 
heat 3 at Geelong Victoria hosted by RGYC. 
NZL 7 PPK, Mark Henger and Matt Bismark, 
AUS 21 Black Jack, Peter Bartels and Darren 
Hocking, and AUS 9 CHILL IT, Matthew Moore 
and Raul Desafiovela Ximenez. 

Winners of the 2022/23 Australian 
Championships NZL7 PPK Mark Henger and 
Matt Bismark

Podium of the 2022/23 Australian 
Championships, background l-R  second place; 
Aus 9 Chill IT, Raul Desafiovela Ximenez and 
Matthew Moore (helm), Ist place; NZL 7 PPK 
Matt Bismark and Mark Henger (helm) and 
foreground in third place; Aus 21 Black Jack 
Peter Bartels (helm) and Darren Hocking.

Top 3:

NZL 7 – Mark Henger / Matt Bismark

AUS 9 – Matthew Moore / Raul Ximenez

AUS 21 – Peter Bartels / Darren Hocking

Twofold Bay Regatta 
February 2023

The Twofold Bay Regatta is held each year in 
February in the town of Eden on South Coast of 
NSW and has been run for over 47 years. Eden 
is famous for, among other things, being a safe-
haven for Sydney to Hobart Yachts withdrawing 
part way to Hobart. The regatta was held over 2 
days with 4 races. Day 1 race one was held in 
a light easterly and race 2 was started in 18-22 
knots in a gusty South Westerly, Day saw 2 
races in a medium to light Easterly conditions.  
Aus 9 Chill IT finished consistently over the 2 
days and won the regatta, with NZL7 PPK 
second and Aus 32 Green eggs and Ham third.
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Twofold Bay Regatta Race 2 second work

Twofold Bay Regatta race 2 just after the start

Twofold Bay Regatta reaching to the bottom 
mark in race 3

Top 3:

AUS 9 – Matthew Moore / Raul Ximenez

NZL 7 – Mark Henger / Darren Hocking

AUS 32 – David Ham / Andrew Ham

2023/24 Australian FD 
Championships 

Looking to the timing of the World’s in the US in 
March 2024, the Aus Committee held the 
2023/2024 Australian Championships in 
November 2023, the Regatta was held at Lake 
Hume at Albury NSW, a large inland reservoir 
partway between Sydney and Melbourne. 11 
boats were entered and 9 heats were held. 
During spring the lake has katabatic breeze 
called “the ghost” by locals. It kicks off from the 
south east at 2-3am from 15 knots down and 
dies down by 12 noon, in early spring an almost 
opposite katabatic breeze kicks off at early 
afternoon from the north. The morning breeze 
was great to sail in, next time we’ll start even 
earlier in the mornings…. 

Previous year champions Mark Henger and 
Matt Bismark had registered to defend their title 
but sadly circumstances meant they couldn’t 
attend at the last minute.

Rigging first Day of 2023/24 at Albury Wodonga 
Yacht Club at Lake Hume

Winners of the 2023/24 Australian FD 
Championships Aus 001 Freight Train

L-R Dan Morrow, Darren Hocking AUS FD 
President and Matt Draper Helm.

Podium of the 2023/24 Australian FD 
Championships Aus 001 Freight Train

L-R Darren Hocking Aus FD President, Phil 
Clements AWYC Commodore, Matt Draper 
(helm) and Daniel Morrow Aus 001 Freight 
Train, Stewart Edgar and Gary Cameron (helm) 
Aus 371 Blew and Peter Bevis (crew) Aus 7  
Whooska (Matt Whitnall Helm not pictured)

Top 3:

AUS 001 – Matt Draper / Daniel Morrow

AUS 371 – Gary Cameron / Stewart Edgar

AUS 7 – Matt Whitnall / Peter Bevis
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AUSTRIA

AUSTRIA REPORT

Austria maintains an active Flying Dutchman 
fleet, with strong participation in both national and 
international events. Highlights of the season include 
well-attended regattas such as the National 
Championship at Lake Achensee and regional 
competitions at Traunsee.

Alongside competitive sailing, the fleet is 
characterized by a strong community spirit, with 
additional social and off-season activities further 
strengthening the class.
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Karwendel Cup Lake 
Achensee 2023
From 11th to 14th of August, the SCTWV at 
Lake Achensee hosted the International 
Austrian National Championship in the FD 
Class. The event attracted an impressive fleet 
of 41 teams from no less than 7 nations.

The Austrian Championship took place just 
before the German Championship at nearby 
Lake Tegernsee. The proximity of the two 
events and the public holiday on August 15 
attracted many teams from far away and 
ensured a particularly strong fleet.

This great constellation was not only very 
popular with the sailors, but also with the 
numerous accompanying families, who used 
the time for a vacation in Tyrol.

Lake Achensee offered the participants a great 
sailing with eight exciting races. The strong field 
of participants and the location of the lake 
placed between the mountain ridge of 
Karwendel anf Rofan Berge led to many 
maneuvers in the narrow waters, which resulted 
in numerous position changes, especially at the 

marks. In total 17 early starts (UFDs and OCSs) 
and some protests brought surprising shifts in 
the result list. After 3 days the the trophy 
Karwendel Cup was won by the team GER 19 
(Peggy Bahr / Thorsten Bahr) ahead of GER 
222 (Felix Albert / Lukas Merz). As the best 
Austrian team AUT20 (Jacob Holzinger / Paul 
Srienz) also made it to the podium on equal 
points as the runner-up and thus became 
Austrian National Champion 2023.

The Tyrolean FD fleet donated a new trophy 
cup in the form of an antique FD mahogany 
daggerboard with all FD national champions 
since 1954. The trophy was rewarded to the 
current austrian champions and was presented 
by the Austrian sailing legend Ernst Seidl.

The two-time Olympian in FD (1972 and 1976) 
is himself engraved  12 times on this wooden 
daggerboard. Holzinger/Srienz secured their 
title after 2019, 2021 and 2022 now a for a 4th 
time and was allowed to enter in this eternal list 
of champions. This symbolic gift is not only a 
recognition for the current winners, but also 
honors the rich history of the Austrian FD class 
now and in the future.

Silver was secured by the team AUT 15 (Ulrich 
/ Hullenaar), followed by the Tyrolean local 
heroes, AUT 39 (Pfund / Zingerle).

Top 3:

1. GER 19 – Peggy Bahr / Thorsten Bahr  

2. GER 222 – Felix Albert / Lukas Merz  

3. AUT 20 – Jakob Holzinger / Paul Srienz

Austrian Championship results:

1. AUT 20 – Holzinger / Srienz  

2. AUT 15 – Ulrich / Hullenaar  

3. AUT 39 – Pfund / Zingerle  

Phillip Stampfl AUT 8

Traunsee Woche 3rd to 4th of 
June 2023
On the first weekend of June the Upper Austrian 
regional championship took place at the Sailing 
Club Altmünster / Traunsee. 10 FDs shared the 
course with Shark 24, a boat also fitted  with a 
Genoa, but quite a bit heavier and therefore 
more clumsy. 

On Saturday the sun was shining and strong 
northeasterly winds blew across the regatta 
field, peaks of 20 knots were measured. At this 
time of year the water of the lake is around 13 
degrees Celcius, so the dry suit was definitely 
the right choice. 

Gusty winds and tight maneuvers with Shark 24 
scattered all over the race course challenged all 
teams, there were some capsizes breakages  
and retirements. Four races could be carried 
out and at the end of the day all sailors were 
quite exhausted and hungry, which mean 
Freibier and Gorgio's delicious Schweinsbraten 
from the club galley took care of hunger and 
thirsty sailors. 

As Saturday being that windy, Sunday showed 
itself from its opposite side, absolutely 
windless. Thus the result remained unchanged 
with the 4 races of the previous day. 

With three race wins, 1st place went to AUT 20 
Jacob Holzinger /Paul Srienz, followed by GER 
87 Hans-Peter Schwarz with Jonas Kirst. Third 
place went to AUT 8 Marc Strittmatter and 
Phillip Stampfl, which also earned them the title 
of Upper Austrian National Champions. 
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Many thanks to all helping hands of the Segel 
Club Altmünster , all participants, especially our 
German friends, whose participation enhanced 
the fun and competition!

See you all next year!

Top 3:

1. AUT 20 – Jackob Holzinger / Paul Srienz  

2. GER 87 – Hans Peter Schwarz / Johanas 
Kirst  

3. AUT 8 – Marc Strittmatter / Phillip Stampfl

17th International Ski 
Championship of the Flying 
Dutchman sailors in the 
Schwabenbergarena in 
Turnau 19.02.2023
On February 19, 2023, the 17th International 
Ski Championships of the Flying Dutchman 
sailors was held, an event that is not only about 
tenths of seconds, but above all about the fun 
of competing in a different sport with your 
sailing friends. 

The race was held in the Schwabenbergarena 
in Turnau with excellent slope conditions and 
wonderful weather conditions. On the course, 
which was smoothly set by WSV Turnau, the 
Flying Dutchman sailors showed that they are 
also excellent on snow.

The women's class was won by Martina 
Passath (Segelclub STEWEAG) ahead of Birgit 
Waerder (UYC Neusiedlersee).

In the men's class Wolfgang Sitzwohl 
(Segelclub STEWEAG) won ahead of Heinz 
Waerder (UYC Neusiedlersee) and Thomas 
Kainz (ÖSV).

Next year's race is planned for February 18, 
2024 again in Turnau. 

Heinz Waerder, AUT 9

Winners:

Women: Martina Passath  

Men: Wolfgang Sitzwohl
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Pos Sail Helm Crew Total R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8

1 GER19 Bahr Peggy Bahr Torsten 30 42 1 3 1 6 1 12 6

2 GER222 Albert Felix Merz Lukas 44 42 4 8 10 4 13 4 1

3 AUT20 Holzinger Jacob Srienz Paul 44 42 2 2 2 16 2 17 3

4 GER91 Römmelt Thomas Zeller Peter 47 10 13 1 7 3 4 42 9

5 GER45 Dorrer Michael Zingerle Philipp 56 4 42 14 3 13 6 2 14

6 GER92 Dulon Jonathan Ernst Constantin 57 2 14 11 8 8 9 8 11

7 SUI1 Fels Stephan Hügel Ulf 58 3 7 6 9 19 10 15 8

8 GER171 Jambor Max Reumschüssel Moritz 59 1 6 10 5 23 7 42 7

9 GER87 Schwarz Hans-Peter Kirst Jonas 64 12 3 15 17 15 11 3 5

10 GER84 Bredthauer Uwe Meyer Joel 69 8 9 13 6 12 16 5 26

11 GER235 Krohmer Alexander Leitl Samuel 72 5 12 5 20 18 12 7 13

12 AUT15 Ulrich Gerhard Hullenaar Paul 77 7 10 20 18 10 3 9 21

13 GER56 Pöllath Markus Danninger Jacob 78 6 19 22 13 7 26 1 10

14 GER17 von Lepel Markus von Lepel Joshua 83 42 8 9 42 1 8 13 2

15 HUN78 Tenke Peter Polgar Csaba 103 18 20 16 23 5 14 14 16

16 GER22 Beichl Johanna Graf Franz 109 9 15 24 12 21 5 23 42

17 AUT39 Pfund Martin Zingerle Christoph 110 17 5 12 22 14 25 21 19

18 ITA4 Tyszkiewicz Jacek Tyszkiewicz Piotr 111 15 22 4 4 9 15 42 42

19 GER82 Nagel Benedikt Hall Niklas 117 11 24 21 42 20 18 11 12

20 AUT8 Strittmatter Marc Stampfl Philipp 124 42 42 7 11 17 17 6 24

21 POL49 Jankowiak Tomasz Rozak Patryk 129 42 21 17 19 27 20 10 15

22 GER85 Vetter Erik Löw-Dick Stefan 134 13 26 23 16 24 22 16 20

23 GER180 Beichl Veronika Nibbe Pablo 142 19 27 31 14 11 27 22 22

24 GER213 Albert Rolf Hickstein Leif 149 42 11 18 42 2 30 42 4

25 CRO15 Kosanovic Nadan Celic Bosko 150 21 16 19 27 25 31 19 23

26 GER211 Lieberth Marco Götz Mario 151 16 17 26 25 22 28 20 25

27 GER40 Schreiber Bernd Broy Sascha 152 14 25 42 21 28 29 18 17

28 GER174 Dudek Felix Lieret Leo 166 42 23 25 15 42 19 24 18

29 AUT415 Pichler Matthias Pichler Michael 186 22 33 27 26 26 24 30 31

30 GER1911 Hirscher Simon Kyewski Philipp 191 24 28 33 29 30 21 31 28

31 GER1 Kirst Lisa Holzhauser Simon 195 27 42 34 24 29 23 28 30

32 GER54 Schäffer Felix Gietl Peter 203 25 31 28 30 35 34 26 29

33 CRO13 Battistin Andrea Blaskovic Andrea 206 23 32 29 31 32 37 27 32

34 GER39 Lötzbeyer Marvin Winkelmann Klara 209 28 30 35 36 31 33 25 27

35 GER2103 Grotzke Bernd Stoipert Klaus 229 42 34 30 32 33 35 32 33

36 AUT42 Hampl Anna Krammer Miriam 231 29 42 32 33 34 32 29 42

37 GER59 Lösch Michael Eichstetter Tobias 232 26 29 37 34 36 36 34 42

38 CZE48 Lehecka Zdenek Korbova Ivana 240 30 35 36 35 37 38 33 34

39 SUI6 Baumann Christoph Koller Michael 248 20 18 42 42 42 42 42 42

40 SUI2 Thurnherr Roman Gregorowicz Marcin 294 42 42 42 42 42 42 42 42

40 GER16 Keil Karsten Götz Robin 294 42 42 42 42 42 42 42 42

Karwendel Cup – Lake Achensee 2023  
41 teams | 7 nations | 8 races (1 discard)
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CROATIA

CROATIA REPORT

Croatia continues to demonstrate a strong and 
active Flying Dutchman fleet, with a busy season 
featuring well-attended international and national 
events.

Highlights include the Croatian Championship, 
attracting 36 crews from 9 nations and forming part of 
the Eurocup circuit, as well as dynamic regattas in 
Cres and Šibenik, combining competitive racing with a 
relaxed and welcoming atmosphere.

Across all events, the Croatian fleet showed both high 
sporting
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Creska Regatta 
Friday driving to Jedriličarski Klub Reful Cres 
and opening party. Saturday we made 3 races 
on light winds. 

Having back in Class 82 years old Legend 
Zlatan Zoričić who saild in FD 40 years ago – 
priceless. 

Leaders after first day was Antun Vuletić/Damir 
Šlibar just in front of Rolf Albert/Patrik Kubaska.

Sunday one race with around 10 knots of bura. 
We finished the race before rain. Awesome 
event, beautiful people. Thanks to everybody 
who manage to come to this event even the 
forcast wasn't very promising. Thanks to 
Jedriličarski Klub Reful Cres  and Jury for made 
it hapen.

Top 3:

1. Nadan Kosanović/Boško Čelić 

2. Rolf Albert/ Patrik Kubaska

3. Đani Mamić/Gordan Filinić

National Championship - Pula
The first day of the Croatian Championship for 
the Flying Dutchman class, which is also a 
regatta from the Eurocup cycle, went according 
to plan. 

Three races were sailed on a light western wind 
that blew mostly between 6 and 10 knots, only 
to eventually weaken so much that the third 
race had to be shortened on the second upwind 
mark.

The fleet was disciplined only at the first start, 
while in the next two there were a lot of 
repetitions, and the black flag flew, which made 
a difference in the third race.

Convincingly at the top of the score list is the 
Croatian crew from JK Galeb consisting of 
Bojan Grego & Sebastĳan Miknić.

They entered the finish line as 4th, 5th and 2nd 
and after the first day they were ten points 
ahead of the crew from Austria - Holzinger 
&srienz, while the third-placed were the 
Germans, Albert & Hickstein, only two points 
behind the runners-up.

The second day of the Croatian Championship  
ended with only one and that shortened race.

Already from the early morning it was likely that 
sailing would be very difficult, and this was 
confirmed first after the postponement of the 
start planned for 11 am, and then with the 
situation at sea.

The RC called the fleet to sea at noon, and they 
did not start until after 13.00.

The start passed on the first attempt, and it was 
sailed by a western wind about 5-6 knots.

As the race was going on, the wind gradually 
weakened and in order for this float to be able 
to add to the results RC signaled a shortening 
on the second upwind.

The situation at the top has changed a bit 
because now there is one rejection in the 
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calculation, and this was eagerly welcomed by 
many crews who earned BFD in the last 
yesterday's heat.

The second day of the championship was 
finished in the leading position by Germans 
Ludtke & Schafers, in second place is the crew 
from Austria - Holzinger & Srienz, and 
Croatians Grego & Miknić finish the day in third 
place.

Third day of the Croatian Championship for 
Flying Dutchman class

Despite the phenomenal forecast that 
announced a moderate and strong bora, 
famous NE wind, on the third day of the 
championship, sailors tried one sail on the light 
NE wind that stopped blowing halfway through 
the first upwind, and then the only sailing was 
on the light south wind.

After three days of sailing, the Croatian 
Championship for the Flying Dutchman class, a 
regatta that is also scored for the Eurocup, 
ended.

The title of the best after five races was won by 
the German crew Ludtke & Schafers, the silver 
Austrians were Holzinger & Srienz, while the 
Croatian representatives on the podium, as 
bronze, were Bojan Grego & Sebastian Miknić.

The two of them secured the title of this year's 
Croatian champions with this result, followed up 
by Patrik Kubaska & Robin Matulja who sailed 
for JK USKOK and third-place for Tin & Ferdo 
Matulja who sailed for JK Istria and JK Reful.

What else can we say... a phenomenal event 
that we believe all participants will like to come 
back, and also that next year there will be 
several more CRO crews on it! The most 
numerous regatta in Croatia for this class 

cheered all competitors with a total of 5 races in 
the competition of 36 crews and 9 nations from 
almost the entire EU. The winner of the regatta 
gave an inspiring speech in support of the event 
itself and the organization.

The awards were presented to the best by Gea 
Damjanovic, vice president of HJS and the 
competition commission of JK Vega, together 
with Ganić Refko, president, and Ted Weidlich, 
president of the Race Committee.

Gea shared with us a few concluding words 
about the regatta. Here's what she said: "What 
to say... Every year after this event, I'm 
speechless. It's a sport, a primal sport, when 
the podium winner thanks everyone, when 
everyone congratulates themselves. It's not 
professionalism, no one earns, everyone 
enjoys, sails, competes. Congratulations to the 
winners, congratulations to the medalists, and 
big thanks for the entire FD JK Vega team that 
organized this, and most of all Bole & Fudo 
Racing who started it all!"

Croatian Championship

Top 3:

1. Bojan Grego/Sebastĳan Miknic - JK Galeb

2. Patrik Kubaska/Robin Matulja -JK Uskok/
Istra

3. Tin Matulja/Ferdo Matulja -JK Istra/Reful

EuroCup

Top 3:

1. Kay-Uwe Ludtke/Kai Schafers (GER)

2. Jacob Holzinger/Paul Srienz (AUT)

3. Bojan Grego/Sebastĳan Miknic (CRO)
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GERMANY

GERMANY REPORT

The German Flying Dutchman fleet enjoyed an 
active 2023 season, with sailors competing at major 
regattas and championships throughout the year. 

Highlights included the International Trapez Regatta in 
Hannover, Kieler Woche, the FD World Championship 
in Gdynia and the International German Championship 
on Lake Tegernsee. 

Across all events, German crews experienced a wide 
variety of racing conditions while sharing the 
competitive yet friendly atmosphere that remains a 
hallmark of the Flying Dutchman class
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Trapeze Regatta
Spanish report for German Regatta: 
20.04.2023

Gaditan presence at the Trapez

Pepe Ruiz, known as “El Hĳo del Viento”, and 
Fran Martínez raced on the legendary Ernst 
Greten’s boat in the prestigious regatta held in 
Germany, an event of the highest level.

The International Trapez is a prestigious regatta 
held at the weekend at the sailing centre of 
Hanover (Germany), organised by the 
Hannoverscher Yacht-Club, the German Sailing 
Federation and the German FD Association. A 
fleet featuring the world’s top crews took part in 
this edition, which was also marked by a very 
intense schedule. The sailors faced five races 
in total, sailed in temperatures between 4 and 7 
degrees, with rain and northerly winds adding 
an extra edge to the competition.

“El Hĳo del Viento”, Pepe Ruiz, and Fran 
Martínez, with the support of the “Arvana 
Godello” winery and “Galteriña”, travelled to 
Hannover to take part in the races with a special 
invitation from Ernst Greten, who is also a 
sailor, musician and enthusiast. Greten’s family 

are sailing this class back in 1950; since then, 
the Flying Dutchman has become one of the 
most technical boats in international sailing.

The Spanish team delivered an excellent 
performance despite the difficult conditions of 
handling and boat speed in all the races. Out of 
the five races, their best result was a 14th 
place. Last year’s world champions won the 
event, tied on points with the Danish crew who 
finished second. 

Ruiz and Martínez expressed their satisfaction 
with the result given the high standard of the 
fleet and the lack of time they had to familiarise 
themselves with the boat. They highlighted the 
great experience of sharing the regatta with the 
Greten family.

“It was well worth taking part in such an intense 
and important regatta,” said Pepe Ruiz.

Top 3:

1. Jørgen Bojsen-Møller / Jacob Bojsen-Møller

2. Dirk Bogumil / Michael Lisken

3. Kilian König / Johannes Brack

Kieler Woche 2023
Kieler Woche itself summed it up in a press 
release:

Regatta Organising Director Dirk Ramhorst 
summed up the nine days in Schilksee:
It was an exceptionally demanding Kieler 
Woche, marked almost entirely by light-wind 
days, from which the race management teams 
extracted the very best. A total of 282 races 
were completed across the eight courses. 
Throughout, the competitors enjoyed 
consistently Mediterranean summer conditions, 
equally appreciated by more than 100,000 
sailing fans and visitors on the event grounds at 
the Olympic Centre in Schilksee.

It continued, reporting on the FD:

Safety first, decided the reigning FD World 
Champions Kay-Uwe Lüdtke/Kai Schäfers 
(Berlin/Hanover), who headed back to the 
harbour before the final race. Their centreboard 
had developed a crack, and the successful duo 
wanted to avoid any major damage. They could 
afford the shortened day in any case, as their 
win in the seventh race was enough to secure 
overall victory. We were hoping for a good 

benchmark here ahead of the Worlds in three 
weeks’ time. So far, we have not managed to 
train very much this year.

There were strong German teams on the 
starting line, although the Hungarian record 
World Champions Szabolcs Majthenyi/Andras 
Domokos were absent, as Szabolcs had just 
become a father. And the 1988 Olympic 
Champion, Jörgen Bojsen-Møller of Denmark, 
was unable to compete as his FD was not 
completed in time. Thus, the following places 
went to Kilian König/Johannes Brack (Hanover) 
and the Spanish team Fran Martinez/Pepe 
Ruiz.

We truly had a particularly enjoyable time this 
year. The weather was fantastic, the 
atmosphere excellent, the organisation smooth 
(if one overlooks a few initial challenges and the 
Audi trailer service).
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A special highlight this year were the FD 
sunglasses. Our task was to distribute 500 pairs 
among young sailors and potential newcomers, 
while ensuring strong visibility for the FD class 
as well. Caya was our sunglasses fairy, 
tirelessly handing them out on her scooter 
together with flyers and Bulletins.

Our Spanish friends Fran and Pepe brought us 
particular joy. They travelled nearly 3,000 km to 
take part in Kieler Woche. We provided freshly 
tapped German beer, and they provided the 
finest Spanish ham — a perfect start to a 
wonderful week.

All in all, we enjoyed fantastic days in Kiel. The 
team Lüdtke/Schäfers won Kieler Woche, Kilian 
and Johannes finished second, and Shmuel 
and Lars came fourth.

Kay-Uwe and Kai also achieved a remarkable 
additional result: they won the 
Kommodore-Schale of the Kieler Yacht-Club as 
the highest-scoring team of the entire Kieler 
Woche! Congratulations!

Top 3:

1. Kay-Uwe Lüdtke / Kai Schäfers

2. Kilian König / Johannes Brack

3. Fran Martinez / Pepe Ruiz

FD Worlds in Poland

After the Conger German Championship 
prize-giving at our club, Tom, Max, Amelie and I 
set off straight for Gdynia, Poland, for the Flying 
Dutchman World Championship. An overnight 
drive was unfortunately unavoidable if we were 
to make it in time for the final measurement slot 
– which, in the end, we did.

The German fleet as a whole made up more 
than half of the competitors. This year, we also 
showcased our new FD TEAM GER collection.

Gdynia presented itself from an extremely 
changeable side. Glorious sunshine would turn 
into heavy rain showers within minutes, only for 
the sun to break through again. The wind, too, 
was far from straightforward. Although racing 
on the open Baltic had been promised, it often 
felt more like the small Staffelsee. The race 

committee did its best with what it had and 
managed to complete ten races over six days.

In contrast to what we are used to, there was a 
daily skippers’ briefing with a bib ceremony, 
during which the leaders’ bibs for the top three 
were handed out and celebrated.

A very special highlight was the encounter with 
the Polish submarine fleet – or more precisely, 
the single submarine stationed right next to our 
racecourse. We approached it carefully with our 
FDs, and several boats even sailed right around 
it. The crew seemed somewhat less excited 
about seeing Flying Dutchmen up close than 
we were about seeing their submarine.

The event overall was marked by a very 
positive atmosphere within the class. There 
was plenty of talking, working on boats 
together, exchanging ideas about the future of 
the class, and dancing and celebrating in the 
nearby Polish restaurant.

For us campers, the motorhome and tent area 
took some getting used to: a fenced-in plot on 
three sides. The first arrivals managed to park 
neatly; the last ones could only “drive in and 
hope”. It was wild chaos. Showers were 
provided by the “6-zloty lady”, who charged 
everyone 1.30 € for three minutes, with only two 
showers available. 

Max was delighted to discover that the Poles 
think differently about certain things. At a local 
boat show, he was allowed to take a jet ski out 
for a test ride – no consent form, no paperwork 
of any kind. A 15-year-old was simply handed a 
machine with more than 300 horsepower. And 
while we were drifting around offshore with the 
FDs waiting for wind, Max was blasting across 
the Baltic on his new toy.

Many thanks to everyone involved for a 
wonderful time in Poland.

Next stop: the International German 
Championship on Lake Tegernsee.
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International German 
Championship 
Lake Tegernsee was the venue for the 2023 
International German Championship of the FDs 
– a classic thermal-breeze lake. 

We genuinely used the Wednesday simply to 
arrive and unpack everything. This time we 
didn’t even unpack the boat. In the evening we 
enjoyed Bavarian cuisine at the Braustüberl 
and successfully engaged in a bit of 
membership recruitment.

Measurement inspection took place on 
Thursday, so we finally had to start preparing 
the boat. With temperatures above 30°C, that 
was anything but pleasant.

On Friday we were treated to two wonderful 
races in a beautiful northerly wind. Glorious 
sailing conditions, a magnificent backdrop, 
sailing in shorts and T-shirt – simply perfect.

The race officer was convinced, however, that 
we would not have these conditions on 
Saturday and scheduled the first warning signal 
for 6:30 a.m. We remembered only “dimly” how 
light it had been when we arrived on Tuesday 

morning - dim being the operative word.

The alarm went off at 4:20. The competitors’ 
briefing was held via WhatsApp at 4:30. 
Meanwhile, Tom, Kai, KUL and I prepared a 
strengthening scrambled-egg breakfast at the 
van and ate it calmly by torchlight. Sunrise that 
day was officially at 6:10, so it was still quite 
dark when we rigged the boats and headed out. 
As Karsten Keil put it so nicely: “Once on the 
water, I first checked whether I’d actually tied 
everything together properly in the dark.”

The early start paid off. We were able to 
complete three fantastic races and were back 
ashore by 10:00 – the perfect time for a 
Bavarian Weißwurst breakfast. Since the club 
was serving scrambled eggs and coffee, we 
returned to the Braustüberl, already thoroughly 
approved by the crew. Nobody looked at you 
“strangely” there if you ordered Weißwurst, 
pretzels and a „Helles“ (beer) at 10 in the 
morning.

We spent a relaxed day ashore – though still 
with the option of further races in the afternoon. 
From 10:00 to 16:00 there was a postponement 
ashore. With the rising heat, the only bearable 
place was in the shade at the club. The race 
officer and the jury kept us well supplied with 
conversation topics during the waiting period 
and taught us a number of things.

The wind didn‘t filled in that afternoon, so at 
16:00 we were released. A communal dinner at 
the club was announced for 19:00.

As for the camping situation at Tegernsee: it is 
absolutely forbidden for motorhomes, etc. to 
look as though they are camping. You may 
sleep in the vehicle, but you may not pitch a tent 
or extend an awning. Showering was permitted 
in the old sports hall, where a single shower 
with two shower heads was available, along 
with two toilets. Fortunately, there were three 
parking spaces, so this infrastructure only had 
to serve around 20 people.

Since the early-morning sailing had been so 
successful, we were once again up at 4:20 on 
Sunday. Same procedure: scrambled eggs, 
coffee, unhurried breakfast, 6:30 start. Two 
more fine races were sailed. KUL and Kai 
added a touch of drama: they needed only a 
sixth place to secure the German title, but 
finished eleventh. The standings relative to their 
rivals were still sufficient, so they no longer 
needed to sail the final race and were able to 
head straight for the harbour – as the new 
German Champions!

The prize-giving ceremony took place at 11:30 
in extremely hot conditions and blazing 
sunshine. It was a lovely event with due 
appreciation for all volunteers and supporters.

It was a wonderful championship on a beautiful 
lake, with great company, excellent food and 
fantastic (if somewhat too warm) weather. Will 
we make the 1,500-kilometre journey again to 
sail there? If the opportunity is right and you can 
perhaps combine several regattas – absolutely!

Top 3:

1. Kay-Uwe Lüdtke / Kai Schäfers

2. Felix Albert / Lukas Merz

3. Markus von Lepel / Joshua von Lepel
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GREECE

GREECE REPORT

Four boats should be ready for training by spring 2024. All of 
them need some kind of work to get them on the water… For one 
boat we evaluate the feasibility of a restoration and one more boat 
needs to be persuaded to join.

Oldest boat in the fleet a Karlisch around 1958-1959, one Bob 
Hoare 1967, Two Chechi & Bianchi's end of 1960ies and two 
Maders 1987 and 1992
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HUNGARY

HUNGARY REPORT

Hungary continues to maintain an active Flying 
Dutchman fleet, with regular participation in regional 
regattas and a strong presence within the 
international FD community.
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Hungarian Championship

The Hungarian Championship took place in 
Balatonföldvár (Lake Balaton) between 31 
August and 3 September.

13 boats compete for the titles, including a 
Croatian and a Slovenian team in nice wind 
conditions for 7 races.

The first race of the competition is the Tamás 
Pomucz memorial race, the winner was the 
HUN-4.

The winners of the championship were HUN 70, 
Szabolcs Majthényi and András Domokos.

Hungarian Championship 

Top 3:

1. Majthenyi Szabolcs/Domokos Andras(HUN)

2. Ziegler Janos/Czeizel Balazs (HUN)

3. Gaborjani-Szabo Gabor/Koles Gabor(HUN)

54 55

Pos Nat Helm Crew R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 Total Nett
1 HUN 70 Majthenyi Szabolcs Domokos Andras 2 1 4 1 1 1 1 11 7

2 HUN 4 Ziegler Janos Czeizel Balazs 1 4 2 3 3 2 2 17 13

3 HUN 11 Gaborjani-Szabo Gabor Koles Gabor 3 3 1 4 4 5 3 23 18

4 HUN 1 Bihary Gergely Sandor Bihary Daniel Tamas 6 2 3 5 5 3 7 31 24

5 HUN 78 Tenke Peter Polgar Csaba 5 5 14 2 7 7 5 45 31

6 HUN 7 Czeizel Jonatan Czeizel Jakab 4 7 14 14 6 4 6 55 41

7 HUN 8 Polgar Csenge Palinkas Roza 7 8 6 8 8 8 8 53 45

8 CRO 15 Kosanovic Nadan Bosko Celic 10 6 5 7 10 9 10 57 47

9 SLO 4 Stoka Peter Slibar Damir 8 9 14 6 9 10 9 65 51

10 HUN 13 Papp David Suli Andras 14 14 14 14 2 6 4 68 54

11 HUN 12 Gaal Peter Gaal Csaba Levente 9 10 7 9 11 11 11 68 57

12 HUN 79 Palfy Bence Palfy-Szigeti Andrea 11 11 8 10 13 13 12 78 65

13 HUN 17 Nagy Benedek Nagy Gyorgy Otto 12 14 14 11 12 12 13 88 74
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ITALY

ITALY REPORT

Italy maintains a strong and well-structured Flying 
Dutchman fleet, with a full season of national regattas 
and an active championship program.

The class shows consistent participation and a solid 
organizational base, regularly attracting both national 
and international crews.

A vibrant sailing community and welcoming 
atmosphere continue to support the ongoing 
development of the Italian FD class.
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During the 2023 season of the Italian FD class, 
5 national regattas and the Italian 
championship were held.

Marina di Carrara
As always, the first regatta took place in Marina 
di Carrara over the Easter weekend, where 18 
boats participated in the regatta, valid as a 
Eurocup, including some foreign crews from 
Germany, Hungary, and Poland.

The competition was won by ITA 76 Pincherle-
Carincola, followed by ITA 4 of the Vespasiani 
brothers and ITA 10 Cipriani-Rinaldi.

Top 3:

1. Pincherle Matteo / Carincola Carlo (ITA 76)

2. Vespasiani Nicola / Vespasiani Francesco 
(ITA 4)

3. Cipriani Roberto / Rinaldo Rinaldi (ITA 10)

Castiglioncello regatta
Subsequently, between April and May, the 
Castiglioncello regatta took place as part of the 
Navy Academy Trophy, unfortunately marred by 

rain. 

It was only possible to race on Sunday and the 
race was won by ITA 10 Cipriani-Rinaldi, 
followed by ITA 40 Di Gangi-Rocchi and ITA 4 
Vespasiani-Vespasiani.

Top 3:

1. Cipriani Roberto / Rinaldo Rinaldi (ITA 10)

2. Di Gangi Manuel / Ryan Rocchi (ITA 40)

3. Vespasiani Nicola / Vespasiani Francesco 
(ITA 4)

Cesenatico regatta
The following regatta, held in Cesenatico in 
mid-May, was also hit by heavy rain which 
allowed us to race only one day because the 
wind was lacking the next. 

The ranking saw the crew of ITA 7 Barenghi-
Benedetti stand out, followed by ITA 4 
Vespasiani-Vespasiani and ITA 76 Pincherle-
Carincola.

Top 3:

1. Barenghi Alberto / Benedetti Roberto (ITA 7)

2. Vespasiani Nicola / Vespasiani Francesco 
(ITA 4)

3. Pincherle Matteo / Carincola Carlo (ITA 76)

Dervio regatta
Finally in Dervio, on Lake Como in mid-June, 
the good weather and good wind returned, 
conditions which allowed the entire regatta 
program to take place to the great satisfaction 
of all the crews. 

The winners were ITA 4 Vespasiani-Vespasiani, 
followed by ITA 10 Cipriani-Rinaldi and ITA 7 
Barenghi-Benedetti.

Top 3:

1. Vespasiani Nicola / Vespasiani Francesco 
(ITA 4)

2. Cipriani Roberto / Rinaldo Rinaldi (ITA 10)

3. Barenghi Alberto / Benedetti Roberto (ITA 7)

Bracciano
In July, the Italian FD class met on Bracciano 
Lake, near Rome, to compete in the 5th 
national regatta. Unfortunately, the wind was 
lacking and it was very difficult to respect the 
regatta program. 

In the end, ITA 40 Di Gangi-Rocchi won, ahead 
of ITA 76 Pincherle-Carincola and ITA 222 
Caucci-Marinucci.
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Top 3:

1. Di Gangi Manuel / Ryan Rocchi (ITA 40)

2. Pincherle Matteo / Carincola Carlo (ITA 76)

3. Caucci Lorenzo / Marinucci Riccardo (ITA 22)

Italian Championship - San 
Benedetto del Tronto
Finally, the season ended in a splendid way 
with the Italian Championship which took place 
in San Benedetto del Tronto. 

The magnificent welcome and hospitality, 
combined with exceptional wind conditions, 
made this regatta unforgettable for all the 
crews. There were 38 participants, including 
several crews from Germany, Poland, Slovenia 
and Hungary.

The Italian Champions for 2023 are Nicola and 
Francesco Vespasiani (ITA 4), on the second 
step of the podium came Matteo Pincherle and 
Carlo Carincola (ITA 76) and on third place, 
Manuele Gregori and Francesco Gerunzi (ITA 
102).

Top 3:

1. Vespasiani Nicola / Vespasiani Francesco 
(ITA 4)

2. Pincherle Matteo / Carincola Carlo (ITA 76)

3. Eustacchi PierFrancesco / Rossi Paolo (ITA 
94)

Altogether, the 2023 FD season was a very 

positive one for the Italian class. In total, 35 
crews took part in the Ranking List, won by the 
Vespasiani brothers of ITA 4, ahead of ITA 10 
(Cipriani-Rinaldi) and ITA 222 (Caucci-
Marinucci).

At each regatta, we had welcome guests from 
crews from other European nations.

For the 2024 season, we will also have 5 
national regattas and the Italian Championship. 
These will be the dates:

29-30 Mar  Club Nautico Marina di Carrara – 
Marina di Carrara

11-12 May  Acquafresca Sport Center - 
Brenzone (Garda Lake)

08-09 Jun  Circolo Vela Cesenatico - 
Cesenatico

13-14 Jul  Club Nautico Capodimonte – 
Capodimonte (Bolsena Lake)

06-08 Sep  Lega Navale Italiana Sez. Milano 
- Dervio (Como Lake) - Italian Championship

27-29 Sep  Lega Navale Italiana Sez. Porto 
San Giorgio - Porto San Giorgio (Eurocup)

The chosen regatta courses can offer great 
emotions in addition to the great typically Italian 
welcome: we look forward to seeing you in large 
numbers, you will always be welcome.
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Italian FD Ranking-list 2023
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NETHERLANDS

NETHERLANDS REPORT

The Netherlands maintains a strong and well-
structured Flying Dutchman fleet, supported by an 
active calendar of national events and a well-
organized class association.

The class shows consistent participation and a 
healthy balance between experienced sailors and 
new teams, reflecting a stable and engaged sailing 
community.

A positive and collaborative atmosphere, together with 
initiatives aimed at attracting new sailors, continues to 
support the ongoing development of the Dutch FD 
class.
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The year 2023 started with a well-attended 
General Members Meeting. During this meeting 
we said goodbye to Fred Schaaf (NED5) in his 
role as Chair of the NFDO. Fred served on the 
board for 2 periods. Fred considers the 
organization of the World Cup in Medemblik in 
2018 to be one of his highlights. Fred was 
thanked very much by everyone for his efforts 
for the Flying Dutchman and the NFDO in 
particular. Maarten Bausch (NED33) moved to 
the role of Chair and Rowena van Der Maat 
(NED348) was appointed to the position of 
Competition Commissioner. The award 
ceremony for the 2022 Annual Prize also took 
place. 

The Overall prize for helmsmen went to Klaas 
Tilstra (NED4) and for the crew it was Pieter 
Zandstra (NED4) who received the prize. It's 
good to see more competition at the top of the 
Dutch rankings.

Like last year, the calendar for 2023 was 
reasonably full. Classes, Sailing Clubs and 
Committees are getting back into a, sometimes 
new, rhythm after COVID. The regular Easter 
Regatta at the KWVL in Loosdrecht started 
under light conditions. Ideal for getting used to 
the boat, crew and each other again. On 
Sunday there was not enough wind to start. 
After the Race Director announced that there 
would be no more racing on this day, the wind 
started to blow. Several teams have started 
sailing again. On Monday it was challenging 
sailing between the Loosdrecht islands with 4 
Bft and strong gusts.

Bft and strong gusts.

The National Championships were held in 
Hoorn on the Ĳsselmeer. This event was 
combined with the FJ and windsurfers. The 
newly purchased promotional boat (NED311) 
was immediately deployed. As a class we got a 
good impression of how difficult it is to switch to 
a FD. The answer is NOT difficult. Jolle Bausch 
and Emile van Raaĳ (fortunately) did not beat 
us, but sailed well in the field. The conditions 
were light but perfectly sailable. Socially it was 
also a successful event. 

Top 3:

1. Enno Kramer / Ard Geelkerken (NED 26)

2. Albert van Vianen / Bas Wulffers (NED 15)

3. Carlo Brugman / Ernst Roemer (NED 20)

The Norh Sea Regatta was a competition of a 
completely different caliber. Current, waves and 
lots of wind (4-6Bft). Spectacular and unique. 6 
boats made it to the start of the 1st race. 
Including the youthful NED311. A lesson in 
humility for many sailors and the material. Small 
mistakes were punished. The prevailing 
conclusion on the side: “We want this again 
next year. These circumstances show qualities 
of the FD that are not reflected on the lakes.”

Just like last year, we went to Makkum again to 
participate in the Multi Class Event. Ard couldn't 
make it so Enno sailed the Contender. This 
would in advance result in an unexpected 
winner. Klaas didn't come either, so Pieter 
invited his father Durk Zandstra. In addition to 
this reunion of old acquaintances, the new team 
Martĳn and Ralph (NED312) also came to a FD 
competition for the first time. The sailing 
conditions were fine. In the end Robert and 
Phillipe (NED2) won. The purchase of the old 
promotional boat has breathed new life into the 
collaboration. The NED311 was sailed this 
weekend by Meike and Sĳp. They established 
themselves in the middle of the field and that is 
an excellent achievement. The best 
performance in Makkum comes from the 
organizing club. The freshly caught fish, 
smoked directly, would alone be a reason to 
come again.

We visited the World Cup in Poland with 8 
Dutch teams. We once again enjoyed the good 
organization, the sailing and the (international) 
contacts.

After the summer we sailed the Closing 
Competition in Sneek. The challenge here is 
always the Spaghetti course. So pay attention 
among the very diverse sailing classes around 
you. In the end, Klaas and Pieter won ahead of 
Fred and Sjors.

After this we returned to Loosdrecht for the 
Coen Gulcher Memorial. Saturday we sailed 
with a lot of difficult wind. Conditions were not 
suitable for competition on Sunday. The biggest 
news at the coffee table was the fleet. Were 
other boats purchased or not? 2024 will provide 
a definitive answer.

At the time of writing, we still have the 
Boterletter in Rotterdam on the calendar. With 
its specific atmosphere, something to look 
forward to.

Looking back on the season I am very satisfied. 
The active FD sailors are doing well together. 
We see new faces coming and old ones 
returning. We help each other to keep the boats 
sailing and to find (temporary) helmsmen and 
crews. The new promotional boat has been put 
to good use this year and has planted seeds for 
new FD dreams.
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SOUTH AFRICA

SOUTH AFRICA REPORT

We have 282 FDs historically registered at SA sailing
with maybe around 50 that we have been able to find. 

FDs starting in the late 50s and regular attendance at 
Worlds and even Olympics. World championship in Durban 
South Africa. 

We have seen a small resurgence in interest albeit more to 
find FDs and repair, even FD 1 has been found and 
beautifully restored. 

We have a somewhat regular club racing, a national 
regatta and recently competed at the SA sailing 
75th Anniversary. 

We hold master class meeting and tuning workshops. 
Attached find a few pictures of interest.
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SPAIN

SPAIN REPORT

Spain continues to maintain an active Flying 
Dutchman fleet, with a calendar of national and 
international events centred around the sailing 
community of Altea.

The class benefits from committed sailors, close 
competition and strong support from local clubs and 
organisers, creating attractive racing opportunities 
throughout the season.

A welcoming atmosphere, combined with ongoing 
efforts to promote the class and encourage new 
participation, continues to support the development of 
Flying Dutchman sailing in Spain.
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Euroflying Cup 2023

The Euroflying Cup 2023 started last Thursday, 
March 16 in the waters of the bay of Altea. This 
international event that has more than 20 years 
of history brings together every year the best 
specialists of the Flying Dutchman light sailing 
class.

The test is organized by the Spanish 
Association of Flying Dutchman, the Royal 
Spanish Sailing Federation, the Sailing 
Federation of the Valencian Community and the 
Nautical Club of Altea. The regatta also has the 
support of the Comunitat de l'Esport project of 
the Generalitat Valenciana, a program for the 
Promotion of Sports Activity.

For the three days of regatta a total of 9 races 
were scheduled, but due to the low wind only 4 
tests have been completed, enough to erect 
this year's winners. The wind has blown during 
the three days with intensities of between 5 and 
6 knots, allowing two sleeves on Thursday and 
two on Friday.

The wind made it more complicated for the 

Race Committee on Saturday. The scarcity and 
the continuous wind roles left the day blank.

The sailors of the Real Club Náutico de 
Torrevieja, Francisco José Martínez and Jose 
Luis Ruiz, have positioned themselves 
throughout the race at the head of the 
classification, leaving impeccable results, four 
first in the four races disputed. The couple from 
Torrevieja has thus been proclaimed 
champions of this edition of the Euroflying Cup 
2023.

His clubmates, Ginés Romero and Álvaro 
Moreno, followed them in the classification 
obtaining silver with two seconds as best 
partials. The third position was for a crew of the 
Club Náutico de Altea, formed by Marco Sevila 
and Roberto Sevila, father and son.

At 4:00 p.m. the trophy ceremony took place in 
the skipper room of the Club Náutico de Altea. 
The Bon Vent restaurant offered attendees a 
sweet snack and drinks. The event was 
attended; Eduardo Revert, member of the 
Sailing Federation of the Valencian 
Community, Enrique Egea, secretary of the 
Flying Dutcham class and José Rius, vice 
president of CN Altea.

Thus ends this first regatta that inaugurates the 
European circuit of the Flying Dutchman class. 
After this test in Altea the circuit will travel to 
ports in Italy, Austria, Germany and Croatia, 
where the fight between the best sailors of the 
Flying Dutchman class to win the European title 
will continue.

Top 3:

ESP 99 – Francisco José Martínez / José Luis 
Ruiz

ESP 6 – Ginés Romero / Álvaro Moreno

ESP 17 – Marco Sevila / Roberto Sevila

Guzmán Egea Aguado ESP11

Spanish Cup 
From Friday, May 5 to Sunday, May 7, the 
Spanish Cup of Flying Dutchman was disputed 
in Altea. With fewer boats than normally 
available, a total of 6 were ready to race some 
sleeves that were fun but very demanding.

The first day the wind was low with an intensity 
of about 6-7 knots that were a challenge for the 
sailors. It was the pair formed by Jose Sánchez 
and Carlos Gastaldi (ESP90) who took the lead 
at the end of the day after winning two first 
places and a third position. The ESP66 of the 
Enriques Egea also curdled a great 
performance with two second places and a 
fourth. The crew formed by Ginés Romero and 

Javier Cayuela (ESP6) was placed in second 
place with a first place in the first round.

Saturday was very hard with winds of up to 16 
knots and waves that made the boats fly but the 
sailors had to give everything to squeeze their 
boats to the maximum. The big winners of the 
day were Juan Egea and Jerry Vinkestein 
(ESP-1), who won two races and were second 
in another. Meritorious was also the 
performance of the debutant as skipper Pablo 
Egea with his brother Guzmán (ESP11) who got 
a second place after leading the sleeve a part 
of it. The ESP6 after winning the last round was 
provisional leader and left everything to say on 
Sunday.

Sunday dawned raining and promised little 
margin to decide a race that was very tight. 
Only one leg could be contested with very low 
winds of about 4 knots. After a rough start the 
ESP90 managed to win after beating the 
ESP66 by the minimum and thus managed to 
win the sleeve. The ESP-11 took third place. 
This gave the title to the ESP90 in a deserved 
and very meritorious way after overcoming 
Saturday's results.
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As always, thanks to the Nautical Club of Altea 
for the organization and to the jurys and regatta 
director for their excellent work.

The FD fleet will meet again in Torrevieja for the 
regional championship and then in Altea for the 
Yuasa regatta before leaving for Poland for the 
world championship.

Top 3:

ESP 90 – José Sánchez / Carlos Gastaldi

ESP 6 – Ginés Romero / Javier Cayuela

ESP 1 – Juan Ignacio Egea / Jerry Vinkesteĳn

Guzmán Egea Aguado ESP11

Yuasa Cup 2023
The eighth edition of the Yuasa regatta took 
place from 1 to 3 July in the waters of the bay of 
Altea. Seven boats have competed in this race, 
some less than the last edition, which has not 
made the competition tough and exciting.

The first day of the race was threatened by a 
harsh wind forecast, on Friday at dawn, that 
forecast became effective, but despite the 
strong wind that hit around twenty knots, the 
committee raised delta and all the sailors left, it 
did not take long to verify that the wind so 
strong was not navigable,  And to avoid 
misfortunes the committee took the decision to 
cancel the sleeves of that day.

So, really the regatta began the next day, as 
soon as the wind entered the seven boats went 
out to the water to enjoy a sunny day with a 
medium wind that would allow to celebrate 
three rounds, from the beginning, the ESP-6, 
with Gines Romero and Alvaro Moreno, 
dominated the regatta, closing the day with 
three first and a pristine history,  the second and 
third place was more fought, the ESP-1 and the 
ESP-90 alternated the third and second 

position in the three heats, ending the day one 
point apart.

With the classification very tight and with only 
three rounds disputed, the regatta entered its 
final day, with a complicated day marked by the 
little wind, in which the figure of the ESP-17 
became big, Marco Sevila and Nacho Seguí 
started the day with a first, to then make two 
seconds and place in the fourth position,  
threatening ESP.90 and ESP-1, who finished 
third and second, respectively.

The ESP-6 was proclaimed winner, followed by 
the ESP-90 of Jose Pastor and Carlos Gastaldi 
and in third position Juan Ignacio Egea Moreno 
and Juan Ignacio Egea Aguado.

In conclusion, a perfect regatta, thanks to the 
Club Náutico de Altea and GS-YUASA, with 
wind conditions of all kinds that allowed a 
competition on equal terms and very hard-
fought.

Top 3:

ESP 6 – Ginés Romero / Álvaro Moreno

ESP 90 – José Sánchez / Carlos Gastaldi

ESP 1 – Juan Ignacio Egea / Juan Egea

Juan Ignacio Egea Aguado ESP-1
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